San Jose Calif.,Oct.3rd,1918. 


Mrs S.L.Winchester, 
San Jose Calif. 


My Dear Mrs. Winchester: 
I am sending you a synopsis of the work of 
Our Club, which I beg of you to carefully read. 


The Sempervirens Club of California through its president and 
finance committee is now closing up its accounts, after a campaign 
of over 15 years of active efforts, to secure for the people the 
great wonderland of the Big Basin and the preserving of its giant 
redwoods for posterity. A summary of the club’s achievements is as 
follows:- Securing $250,000.00 from the state for the original pur- 
chase of 5,800 acres; increasing this area to over 7,000 acres, by 
inducing Congress to cede to the State of California all unlisted 
Government lands contiguous to and within the Big Basin, to become a 
part of the California Redwood Park; securing from the Legis- 
lature an appropriation of $70,000.00 for the construction of a 
road from the Saratoga summit to the Big Basin, opening the same 
on the San Francisco side; and inducing San Mateo County to build 
a road from Pescadero to the Saratoga road, tapping the Big 
Basin Road at the rim. This gives three entrances to the Park; 
namely, one from Santa Cruz through Boulder Creek, one from 
santa Clara Valley, and one from Pescadero by the sea. 

The Club has also raised $7,602 by hard work, to purchase 
a right of way 200 feet wide through the Cowell timber, a body cf 
virgin redwood, thus preserving its primeval beauty at this point. 
The club has thus raised a total of $327,602 which has gone di-~- 
rect.y into the purchase cf the park. This enumeration does not 
take account of the money put up for the campaign of over 15 years 
of agitation, which has cost the club, its members, and friends 
many thousand dollars. We have also just secured water rights 
for the road, for ten years, from the Craig Brothers. In carrying 
this great work through the club treasury has been exhausted and 
in order to complete the work the president has been compelled to 
personally borrow and advance to the club for travelling and other 
expenses, before completing the campaign. The total debts amount 
to about $700.00, toward which Mr. Middleton has given $50.00, 
Messrs. Hubbard & Carmichael $50.00, Mr. Cowell $50.00, the club 
$90.00 and Mr. John A. Hooper $25.00, thus leaving about $435.00 
to be collected, 

It is recommended by these gentlemen that this amount be 
raised by subscription from the members and friends of the club, 
and those interested in the immediate development of Central 
California. It 1s thought when this amount is raised that the 
membership dues of the club will keep up the future running expenses 
now that the great object is attained; namely, the Park and road 
for 1915. This,surely, is one of our greatest attractions, and 
Will aid greatly in attracting the tourist and well-to-do man to 
Central California where, he will soon discover, lies the greatest 
home section of the world. I am asking you to make a liberal sub- 
scription toward this fund. The future usefulness of the Club 
depends upon this situation being cleared up. pee gee 
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